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AIDS CARE Act Today 
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About Ryan White and the Ryan White CARE Act 
In 1984, a 13-year-old boy from central Indiana contracted HIV/AIDS from a transfusion and doctors 
assured people that Ryan White posed no risk to his classmates or his community.  However, 
ignorance was still widespread.  People didn't yet understand or believe that the virus couldn't be 
spread by casual contact.  Parents protested Ryan's attendance in class and some even pulled their 
kids out of school. Ultimately, things got so bad that the White family had to move to another town. 
      
Ryan and his family became activist in the fight against HIV/AIDS.  And, in 1990, the year Ryan 
passed away, two great friends and unlikely political allies, Ted Kennedy and Orrin Hatch, came 
together, and introduced the Comprehensive AIDS Resources Emergency Act -- the CARE Act -- 
which was later named after Ryan. Over the past 19 years, the CARE Act legislation has evolved from 
an emergency response into a comprehensive national program for the care and support of 
Americans living with HIV/AIDS.  It helps communities that are most severely affected by this 
epidemic and often least served by our health care system, including minority communities, the LGBT 
community, rural communities, and the homeless.  The CARE Act is often the only option for the 
uninsured and the underinsured - and provides life-saving medical services to more than half a million 
Americans every year, in every corner of the country. Today, the Ryan White CARE Act continues to 
provide critical funds for prevention, treatment, medications and programs for low to moderate-income 
people living with HIV.   
 
About Cascade AIDS Project (CAP) 
Cascade AIDS Project is the oldest and largest community-based provider of HIV services, including 
housing, education, and advocacy in Oregon and Southwest Washington. When CAP began 25 years 
ago, it had only two staff and a volunteer Board of Directors. Today, CAP encompasses 44 staff, more 
than 700 volunteers, and a budget of over $4 million.  Currently, in Oregon there are more than 7, 000 
Oregonians who are living with HIV/AIDS, approximately 300 new infections and 100 deaths linked 
to HIV and AIDS each year. 
 
CAP’s Mission 
Lead efforts to prevent new HIV infections, care for people affected and infected by HIV/AIDS, 
educate communities to eliminate stigma and shame, and advocate for immediate action in 
combating the pandemic.  
For more information: go to www.cascadeaids.org
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